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UNIFYING POWER
OF CRICKET IN INDIA

From Tensions to Triumphs

PERSPECTIVE ARTICLE BY ARCHANA MV

Cricket’s journey in India
began during the colonial era
when it was introduced by
the British. Over time, the
sport has evolved from a
foreign pastime into a central
element of Indian culture,
becoming a powerful unifying
force in a country
characterized by its vast and
diverse landscape.

As cricket transcends
regional, linguistic, and
cultural boundaries, it has
become a cherished aspect
of Indian life. Legendary
players such as Sachin
Tendulkar, Kapil Dev, Sunil
Gavaskar, Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, and MS Dhoni have

become national heroes,

celebrated for their
remarkable contributions.
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Tendulkar's record for the most
international runs and Dhoni’s
leadership in winning the ICC
T20 World Cup in 2007, Rohit
Virat  Kohli’s
tireless effort in winning the

Sharma and

recent T20 world cup are
milestones that inspire millions.
Tendulkar’s words, "People
throw stones at you and you
convert them into milestones,"
encapsulate the resilience and
determination cricket fosters in

both players and fans.

The Indian Premier League
(IPL), launched in 2008, has
revolutionized cricket's role in
India. As one of the world’s

most popular and profitable

leagues, it features
international stars and
transcends regional divides,

uniting fans across the country.
The IPL’s glamorous opening

ceremonies, celebrity
endorsements, and exciting
matches create a shared
experience, with streets

buzzing with excitement and

with
discussions during the season.

social media abuzz
For instance, in the recent IPL
2024, Dhoni's last-over sixes
thrilled CSK fans, despite the

team not making it to the semi-

finals.

Matches, especially  those
against arch-rivals like
Pakistan, create a festive
atmosphere across the
country. Streets empty,

markets close early, and people
gather around televisions to
watch the game, turning it into
a collective experience. For
instance, during the 2011 World
Cup final, streets across india
were deserted as the nation
witness
Cricket
dominates Indian media, from

came together to

history being made.
live broadcasts and sports
channels to newspapers and
social media platforms.

During India's victory in the 2011
World Cup, Commentator Ravi
Shastri's famous words, "Dhoni
finishes off in style. A

magnificent strike into
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the crowd! India lift the World
Cup after 28 years!" echoed
across the nation, creating an

unforgettable moment of

national pride and unity.
Cricket’s impact extends
beyond the field, engaging

participants from local leagues
to national tournaments and
nurturing talent through
cricket academies. The sport’s
growth has also included the
rise of women’s cricket, with
notable achievements like the
Indian women’s team reaching
the 2017 ICC Women’s World
Cup

finals and standout

performances by players such

as Mithali Raj and Jhulan
Goswami. These milestones
reflect cricket’s role in

promoting gender equality and

empowerment.

Psychologically, cricket fosters
a sense of belonging and
collective identity among
highs

and lows experienced during

Indians. The emotional

matches create a shared

that
bonds.
theories, such as Social Identity

narrative strengthens

social Psychological
Theory, explain how supporting
a common team can enhance
group cohesion and reduce
intergroup conflicts. The
emotional investment in cricket
helps create a shared national
identity, with victories and
memorable moments serving

as unifying experiences.

The economic impact of cricket
field,
contributing significantly to the

extends beyond the

nation's overall development
and prosperity. Major cricket
events boost local economies,
attract tourism, and stimulate
business activities. For

example, the IPL has generated

substantial employment
opportunities and driven
economic growth in cities
hosting the matches.

According to a report by KPMG,
the IPL 2019 season contributed
approximately #11.5 billion ($160
million) to the GDP of India
highlighting its  significant

economic impact.
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However, it is essential to

address criticisms as well. The

IPL's high salaries and
commercialization emphasize
economic disparities,

contrasting with the struggles
of ordinary citizens. Regional
rivalries intensified by cricket
can increase tensions and even
lead to violence. Additionally,
cricket's dominance in media
overshadows

often pressing

social issues like poverty,

education and healthcare.

Finally, despite progress in
women's cricket, it still receives
less attention and support
it still

attention and

compared to men’s
receives less
support compared to men’s
cricket, reflecting ongoing
gender biases. Cricket in India
extends beyond mere
entertainment to become a
significant force for national

unity and social progress.

Cricket has the power to unite people in a
country as diverse as India, turning fans into
one community.” — Harbhajan Singh
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