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Sidney Sheldon was one of the
most successful and influential
the 20th century,
celebrated for his fast-paced
plots, memorable characters,
and suspenseful novels. His
legacy continues to thrive
through Tilly Bagshawe’s writing,
who builds upon his unpublished
works, bringing them to lifefor
future generations. One such
exampleof their collaboration is
“Angel of the Dark”, a gripping
that blends
mystery,revenge, and betrayal.

authorsof

narrative love,

The story begins with the murder
of Andrew Jakes and the assault
Regardless of
Danny  McGuire's
tireless  efforts, the case
remained unsolved and is
eventually closed. A decade
later, three almost identical
crimes in  which the

of his wife.

Detective

occCur,
victims are men, while their
severely injured.
Initially perceived as copycat
killings, it soon becomes evident
that these are the actionsof a
relentless and emotionless serial
killer. Matt Daley, intriguedby the
pattern of crimes, decides to
create a documentary.
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However, his curiosity evolves
into an obsession that ultimately
consumes his life.

At its essence, the story delves
into the psychological
dimensions of its characters,
blurring the subtle distinction

between victimization and
wrongdoing, reveadling how
trauma can transform
individuals into a  darker

versionof themselves. It explores
ethical dilemmmas by portraying
morally ambiguous characters,
prompting the reader to
reconsider their own principles
of right or wrong. Furthermore, it
critiques  societal structures,
particularly the corruption of
justice throughthe influence of
wealth and power. The romantic
subplot involving Matt Daley
reflects the malevolent side of
love and obsession, depicting
their destructive consequences
and the impact they have on the
characters’ lives.

The strengthof the narration
resides in its twists and turns.
The plotline unfolds across the
globe, spanning
fascinating locations.
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The characters are carefully
shaped, and the writing is
brilliantly executed with its
thrilling narratives. The author
illustrates how childhood abuse
and trauma shape the
characters'’ actions and
decisions, adding depth to their
motivation and struggles. The
exploration of their backstories
and painful past renders their

actions plausible, if  not
justifiable.

Despite  the  well-structured
characters and an enticing
storyline, a few inconsistencies
remain. Specifically, the

psychological intricacies of the
characters become muddled as
the narration progresses, and
the motivations of certain
characters lack clarity.

While the story’s global scope is
exciting, the frequent shifts in
setting and time can make it
challenging for some readers to
follow the timeline. Midway
through, the story becomes
somewhat predictable,
repeating Sheldon
elements.

familiar
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However, an unexpected twist
conclusion
revitalizes the narratives. The
writing style is clear and
accessible, characterized by
sharp  dialogue and vivid
descriptions  that enhance
readability. Each  character
offers a unique perspective, and

towards the

the narration frequently shifts
initially
confuses the readers. However,

between them, which

as the storyline advances, the
narration becomes clearer, and
the epilogue delivers a dramatic
and exceptional twist that is sure
to astound the reader.

Even though the book provides
an engrossing reading
experience, it revisits recurring
tropes from Sheldon’s earlier
works, such as complex
protagonists and  shocking
revelations, typically set in high-
stakes environments, delving
into the theme of betrayal, love,
and the abuse of
Although it does not introduce
groundbreaking originality, it
serves as a satisfying extension
of Sheldon’s legacy for his fans.

power.
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Overall, Angel of the Dark by
Sidney  Sheldon and Tilly
Bagshawe offers a captivating
narrative filled with gripping
thrills, dramatic suspense and
the gradual disclosure of dark
secrets, ensuring that the
readers remain engaged from
the very first page. It's worth
noting that the book contains
disturbing depictions

of domestic abuse and violence,
which may be distressing or trig-
gering for some readers. Despite
of these sensitive elements, its
rich storytelling and emotional
depth make it a compelling read
for enthusiasts of mystery and
psychologicalthrillers,particularly
those who appreciate dark,
intricate narratives.

“His wings are gray and trailing,
Azrael, Angel of ®eath,

And yet the souls that Azrael brings
Across the dark and cold,

Look up beneath those folded wings,
And find them lined with gold.

“ROBERT GILBERT WELST, “AZRAEL” (r917)
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